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LWVC Signs Ballot Argument
in Favor of Proposition 81

Kate Quick
Communications Director
communi cations@lwvc.org

At its January 2006 meeting the LWVC
board of directors voted to support the
California Reading and Literacy
Improvement and Public Library
Construction and Renovation Bond Act
of 2006, whichwill appear as Proposition
81 on the June 6 ballot.

On behdlf of the LWV C, President Jackie
Jacobberger has signed the ballot
argument endorsing the proposition. The
support for this measure is based on our
Public Libraries position, which is, in
brief:

"Support a public library system as a
basic community service with a long-
term, assured, stable and adequate
funding source. Support access by all
persons to public library services as a
major source of knowledge and
information necessary for informed,
active participation in a democratic
society."

This measure will, if passed, authorize
the state to borrow $600 million through
the sale of general obligation bonds to
provide 65 percent of the cost of projects
for building and renovating local public
libraries. In 2000, voters passed asimilar
bond for $350 million, which funded 45
projects, many of which are currently
underway. Eligible applications for an
additional 60 projects, seeking $506
million in bond funds, were not funded.
A 2003 assessment found more than 500
projectswere needed. Prop. 81lisacritical
step toward addressing those needs.
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League Expresses Concerns Regarding the
Statewide Voter Registration List

Kate Quick
Communications Director
communi cations@lwvc.org

Inlate March, LWV C Presi-
dent Jackie Jacobberger wrote
a letter of concern regarding
the new state procedures for
adding registered votersto the
CalVoter state database.

The Help AmericaVote Act
(HAVA) requires each state to
implement, by January 1,
2006, "a single, uniform, of-
ficial, centralized, interactive
computerized statewide voter
registrationlist." Last Novem-
ber, Secretary of State Bruce
McPherson entered into an
agreement with the U.S. De-
partment of Justice to update
and use the existing CalVoter
registration system to meet
this requirement until a

large number of registra-
tions and re-registrations
(about 25 percent state-
wide) to be inappropriately
rejected. If those rejections
were not corrected in time,
many dligible voters would
encounter obstacles to vot-
ing on election day. Gener-
ally speaking, people not on
the registration list will not
receive sample ballots, bal-
lot pamphlets, or notice of
their polling places. They
are not permitted to receive
an absentee ballot.

County electionsofficials
have been working to ob-
tain the information needed
to clear up each rejection,
but this is a time-consum-
ing task. Registrants' re-
sponse rate to phone calls

and mailings has been low,
and their privacy concerns
have worsened the problem.
It is clearly better to avoid
the erroneous rejections in
the first place.

The League's letter cited
HAVA intentions that infor-
meation provided by other da-
tabases, such as DMV data,
would supplement the infor-
mation provided by the
voter, helping to correct an
application so that it can be
processed and accepted, in-
stead of being rejected. The
LWV C pointed out that ada-
tabase match is not a condi-
tion of voter eligibility un
der HAVA or state law, and

Registration continued on
page 7

fully HAVA-compliant
database can be put into
place.

Under HAVA and state
law, registrants must sup-
ply their drivers license
(or state ID) number, or if
they do not have one, the
last four digitsof their So-
cial Security number.

The problem was that
the computer database
matching process used for
checking registration in-
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formation against Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle
(DMV) and Social Secu-
rity records was causing a

VOTE! TUESDAY, JUNE 6




California VOTER

Cadlifornians are again looking to the
League of Women Voters for the infor-
mation they need to make intelligent
choices when they cast their ballots in
June. We have adapted our methods of
providing that information as technology
and the population of California have
changed. We are effectively using the
Internet with Smart Voter and our Web site, and publishing the
Easy \Woter Guide to serve the needs of California's very diverse

A Message from the President

population.

cratic process.

While the means may change, our mission remains the same—
encouraging al eligible citizens to be informed and to vote. | hope
that each of you will make a commitment to spread the word about
the resources the League offers and help citizens in your community
exercisetheir right to vote—fundamental to involvement in the demo-

Jack..

LWVC Takes a Neutral Position on Proposition 82—Preschool for All Initiative

KateQuick
Communications Director
communications@lwvc.org

Once again, the LWVC finds that its
analysisof aballot measureinamajor area
of concern reveals aconflict of positions.
ThePreschool for All Actinitiative, Propo-
sition 82 on the June 2006 ballot, has par-
ticular interest for League members since
it touchestwo of our most important policy
positions—State and Local Finances and
Education. The LWV C board, after long
research and discussion, decided to take a
neutral position on the measure.

The initiative, if passed, would place a
tax on high incomes (over $800,000 for
couples) to fund voluntary universal pre-
school for al Californiachildren. Our State
and Local Finances position states that in
order to achieve flexibility of revenue we
advocate minimum use of direct voting by
citizenson tax sources and rates, that each
fund or tax "earmarked" for aspecific pur-
pose should contain an automatic sunset
date, and that adoption of designated "ear-
marked" funds and taxes should be done
only inasituation wheresocia benefit sig-
nificantly outweighsthelossof flexibility.

On the other hand, our recently updated
Pre K-12 Education position supports a
comprehensive pre-kindergarten through
twelfth grade public education system
which meets the needs of each individual
student. It states that all children should
enter school ready to learn to their fullest
potential and that measures to ensure this
include school readiness programs, includ-
ing universal accessto preschoolsthat are

high quality, devel opmentally appropriate,
and voluntary.
Clearly the
board needed to
carefully consider
the conflict be-
tween these two
positions. Thepro-
cessbeganinearly
January with the
development of ex-
tensive  back-
ground material by
the State and Local Finances and Educa
tion off-board program directors and leg-
idative consultants. After discussion at the
January board meeting, the program com-
mittee decided that further research was

and off-board representatives devel oped a
list of questions which were asked during
teleconferenceswith repre-
sentatives of both support-
| ers and opponents of the
measure. After further dis-
cussion the program com-
mittee decided that thetwo
positions were both so
strong that they could not
recommend either asupport
or oppose position. The
LWV C board was asked to
adopt aneutral position, and it concurred.

League members are, of course, free to
advocate for or against thismeasure asin-
dividuals. But the Leagueat all levelswill
remain neutral.

necessary. In March, committee members

League Supports Initiative Reform Proposals

ChrisCarson
Government Director
govt@lwvc.org

Tired of dogging your way through confusing, complicated ballot measuresthat even
when passed become voided by court action? The LWV C is supporting two bills that
are part of a bipartisan package of initiative reform proposals sponsored by Secretary
of State Bruce McPherson. ACA 18 (Nation) would reestablish theindirect initiativein
Cdlifornia. It provides for legidative review and possible enactment of initiative pro-
posals, allowing for improvements to be made and costly initiative campaigns to be
avoided. AB 2460 (Evans) would requirethe Secretary of Stateto check thetext printed
on initiative petitions prior to circulation for signatures, and on a sample of the com-
pleted petitions, to be sure the wording is the same as that originally submitted by
proponents. LWV C President Jackie Jacobberger appeared with McPherson and the
bills' authors at a press conference to announce support for the proposals.

The LWV C haslong advocated initiative reform and wel comes these proposals. Watch
for legidative updates on these bills and more information on the League Web site.
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Clean Money Bill Advances

DonnaChipps
Executive Vice President
evp@lwvc.org

Advocates of Clean Money—public
funding of campaigns for state office in
Cdlifornia—wererewarded for their efforts
when the Assembly passed AB 583
(Hancock) on a47-31 vote on January 30.
The bill has been referred to the Senate
Elections, Reapportionment and Constitu-
tional Amendments Committeefor ahear-
ing in April or early May. If successful
there, its pathway to passage includes the
Senate Appropriations Committee, full
Senate, back to the Assembly for concur-
rencein amendments, and ultimately to the
Governor'sdesk. If AB 583 passesall these
hurdles, it will eventually end up asapropo-
sition in a statewide election with a final
vote of the people.

The League of Women Voters of Cali-
forniahas been participating since 2003in
the Campaign Finance Reform Summit, a
coalition made up of the California Clean
Money Campaign, California Common
Cause, the Greenlining Institute, and vari-
ous other organizationsinterested in cam-
paign financereformsinthe state. Our goa
istoseeCdliforniafollow thelead of Maine

and Arizona, which have adopted Clean
Money asavoluntary alternativeto financ-
ing legidative and statewide campaigns.
League members throughout the state
have participated in the effort to encour-
ageAB 583'sprogressthrough thelegisla-
ture. Most notably, Bay Areal eague mem-
bers, spearheaded by Judy Cox and Anne
Spanier of Oakland, have contacted other
Leagues to ask them to hold constituent

nationsto campaigns aswell asaproposal
for full publicfinancing of state campaigns.
Please notethat the LWV C hasnot taken a
position onthe CNA initiative and League
members may not collect signaturesin the
name of the League or in connection with
aLeague event. Local Clean Money pro-
posals are also hot topicsin LosAngeles,
San Diego, San Jose, and Santa Barbara.

meetings with sena-
tors, adapt and use an
op-edarticle, and send
messages to their
members by phone
and e-mail.

Weask al votersto
contact their state
senator and stress
their support for full
public financing of
state elections!

More campaign fi-
nance news. A Cdli-
fornia Nurses Asso-
ciation (CNA) initia-
tiveisbeing circulated
for signatures. It in-
cludesastrict restric-
tion on corporate do-

How does Clean M oney work?
After collecting aprescribed number of $5.00 contributions
to demonstrate broad public support, acandidate would be
eligiblefor public fundsto adequately finance aviable cam-
paign with no private donations. Additional funding, up to
alimit, would be givento apublicly financed candidateif a
non-participating opponent outspent him or her.

What doesthe public gain from thisexpenditure?
We have the opportunity to vote for a candidate who has
spent the election period engaging votersin discussion of
public policy rather than asking for money to fund a cam-
paign. Additionally, states that have implemented Clean
Money el ections have more participation in electionsfrom
a diverse pool of office seekers and of people giving the
$5.00 contributions. Candidates from all political parties
are running publicly financed campaignsin those states. It
isbelieved that increased voter turnout in Clean Money elec-
tionsmay berelated to increased voter confidence.

LWVC Endorses Health Care for All—California OneCare Now Campaign

Barbara Storey
Health Care Program Director
Bs Iwv004@cox.net

SB 840 (Kuehl) providesfor
a state administered universal
single-payer health insurance
plan that would _

the current session as SB 840.
L egidative support has grown
steadily, and thereare now more
than 30 coauthors. Last year, it
passed the Senate and the As-
sembly Health Commiittee. The
next step is expected to be a
hearing and

save enough of
the monies now
spent on health
care to provide
affordable and

amendments
inAugust af-
.| ter the
1| legislature's
bresk.

will be heardin April. Amend-
ments to include the funding
mechanism for SB 840 are ex-
pected at thistime.

Passing universal single-
payer hedth care is a League
legidative priority, and a plan
for local League support of SB

840 is underway. The LWVC
has endorsed Health Care for
All—California's OneCare
Now campaign. Local Leagues
areencouraged to participatein
coalition with HCA chapters
and other activistsin their com-
munities.

Remember LWVC and

secure compre-
hensive health
carefor all resi-

SB 1784
(Kuehl), a
funding act,

dents. Originally introducedin  was introduced in February. It

2003 as SB 921, it was

is now in the Senate Revenue

amended and reintroduced in and Taxation Committee and

Leave a Lasting Legacy

Leavealastinglegacy by remembering the L eague of WWomen
Votersinyour will. To request sample bequest language or to
discuss your estate plan, contact Jill Kaiser Newcom, Ex-
ecutive Director, at (916) 442-7215 or jnewcom@Ilwvc.org.
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Smart Voter Presents June 2006 Party Ballot—Adds directions to poll-

ing place lookup

Trudell Een
Smart Voter Director
director@smartvoter.org

For many voters, election timeisaseason of
confusion. Bombarded by campaign ads, po-
litical rhetoric, and acomplicated primary elec-
tion, voters find it more than challenging to
make well-informed decisions.We havean an-
swer—http://www.smartvoter.org/.

The popular polling place lookup wasinitiated more than half
amillion times in arecent election. Now this feature is better
than ever with anew service added for voters: directionsdirectly
from hometo polling place have been added to the map.

Keeping in touch with elections officialsis one of many plea
suresinworking on Smart Voter. During arecent meeting, Smart
Voter volunteers collaborated on-the-spot with Larry Herrera,
Long Beach City Clerk, on astudent essay project: "Why Voting

Meet Our Newest LWVC Board Member
Voter Service Director

Sharon Wallace of Butte County has been appointed as voter
servicedirector for the LWV Ctofill the remainder of the 2005-
07 term. Sharon is apast president of her League, and has been
on the boards and commissions of several other organizations
over the past 15 years, aswell.

Shereceived her B.A. in Public Communications/Journalism
from CSU, Chico in 1983, and is agraduate of the Great Valley
Center IDEAL leadership program, Class of 2000. While rais-
ing adaughter (Misha, age 16) and son (Aidan, age 11) she and
her husband Mike have been activein both the farming and land
conservation arenas, and together they own a 40-acre walnut
orchard in Tehama County.

Asthe current voter service chair for the LWV Butte County,
Sharon looks forward to abusy couple of yearsin the pursuit of
“an informed electorate with quality access to democracy” at
both the state and local levels.

Announcing a New Team Member for
the Easy Voter Guide Project

Carol Souza Cole will be coordinating Easy Voter Guide ac-
tivity for the League of Women Voters of California Education
Fund (LWV CEF) whileworking closely with the California Sec-
retary of State's Office, the California State Library, and Com-
mon Knowledge.

Asan active member of the L eague of Women Voters of Wood-
land and atrustee of the Woodland Joint Unified School District,
Carol brings tremendous communications, mediarelations and
public outreach skillsto thisimportant project. She can bereached
by e-mail at easyvoter@lwvc.org.

The Orange County Smart Voter Team

Stan Miller, LWV Central Orange County; Frances Talbott-White, Smart Voter
Southern CaliforniaLiaison; Neal Kelley, Registrar of Voters, Orange County;
AngelaChen Lindstrom, Orange County Smart Voter Coordinator

in Long Beach City Elections|sIm-
portant to Me." Contest winner's es-
sayswill be published in the June 6,
2006 Sample Ballot and mailed to
196,000 registered voters. Addition-
aly, there will be Mayor and City
Council Proclamations.

Showcasing Smart Voter in Orange
County's new technology center was
sublime. Neal Kelley, Registrar of
Voters, was appreciative of the extra
value Smart Voter provides and gra-
cioudly offered the L eague use of the new technol ogy center. An-
gelaChen Lindstrom, Smart Voter Coordinator, took the oppor-
tunity to do atraining session for Smart Voter volunteers.

Enhance voter awareness in your community through your
Smart Voter project!

And From a Satisfied User . . .

Thank you, thank you, thank you for the "My Ballot" so
that | found my polling place effortlessly! ... | found exactly
what | needed and then some. Not only did it tell me whereto
go, | wasableto just aseasily get thedirectionsfrom my house
without having to go to MapQuest on my own. Maybe the
unfortunate part is that our world has gotten so hasty, but at
least the League of Women Voters realizes thisand is saving
the day! Thank you!

—San Joaquin County.

One Person's Clunker Becomes a
Gift to the League

Jill Kaiser Newcom
Executive Director
jnewcom@Ilwvc.org

"It was the easiest thing ever!" reports Melinda Laponis, the
very first person to donate a car to the L eague of Women Voters
of California Education Fund. After discovering that the United
Way didn't want her 1989 Volvo, Laponis was referred to the
company that handles the League's brand new vehicle donation
program. While browsing that company's Web site, she learned
her donation could benefit the L eague of Women Voters. Laponis,
an advocatefor voting rights, was delighted to be able to turn her
old car into agift to the League.

To get rid of her old car, Laponis called a toll-free number,
indicated that shewanted her donation to benefit the League, and
made an appointment to have it picked up. On the day of her
appointment, sheleft the car key andtitlefor thetow truck driver,
and when she got returned home later, the car was gone! Now
shelll get adeduction on her income taxes of at least $500.

If you're ready to say goodbye to your own clunker, take ad-
vantage of thisnew fundraising effort by calling 1-800-320-0476.
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Openness and Transparency in Government Celebrated

throughout California in March

ChrisCarson Nancy VanHuffel
Government Director  President, LWV Eden Area
govt@lwvc.org Iwvea@aol.com

Last November, the LWV US launched a
project to celebrate " Sunshine Week" through
a series of grant-sponsored forums about the
importance of, and challengesto, accountabil -
ity and transparency in government. Fourteen
L eagues around the country, including threein
California—LWV Glendale/Burbank, the
Alameda County Council, and LWV Benicia-
were awarded grants.

In southern California, the LWV Glendale/
Burbank forum focused on threatsto open gov-
ernment at thelocal level. Thefeatured speaker
was Barbara Blinderman, a noted open gov-
ernment litigator. She spoke on the BrownAct
and how citizens can challenge what they feel
are violations or threats to this open govern-
ment law. The meeting also featured a panel
consisting of elected officials, acity attorney,
an investigative reporter, and the publisher of
alocal independent news weekly. The forum
was taped and broadcast on cable television.
As a follow-up, the tape and LWVUS and
LWV C materialswill bedistributed to govern-
ment teachers at the local high schools.

To the north, the seven Leaguesin Alameda
County, whose leadership regularly meets as
the County Council, sponsored asimilar com-
munity forum inwhich both the Brown Act and
the California Public Records Act were dis-
cussed. California Attorney General Bill
Lockyer wasthe featured speaker, and the pan-
elistswere acity attorney, the county counsel,

A SUNSHINE
B WEEK

YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

aninvestigativereporter, activistsrepresenting
Californians Aware and the First Amendment
Project, the director of the Oakland Public Eth-
ics Commission, and a news media attorney.
Over one hundred elected officials, League
members, community advocatesand pressrep-
resentatives attended the event. Several news-
papersran editorials regarding the importance
of "sunshinein government” prior tothe event.
Each city in the county and the county board of
supervisorswere asked to issue proclamations
regarding " Sunshine Week" and pledge them-
selves to full adherence to the laws regarding
opennessin government.

OnMarch 18, the LWV Beniciaheld an open
government foruminthecity council chambers,
again featuring CaliforniaAttorney Genera Bill
L ockyer and an overview by the deputy Solano
County counsel and Beniciacity attorney. Their
panel included news mediarepresentativesand
Lois Wolk, California State Assembly Mem-
ber. The event was cosponsored by the local
chapter of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women and the Contra Costa Times
newspaper.

Kudosto al theloca Leaguesin California
who had activities and programs on sunshine
in government during " Sunshine Week." Con-
gratulations to those Leagues who received
grants, and thanks to the LWV US for provid-
ing the grantsto help to maketheir programsa
success. Good work, all!

EVERY CAR COUNTS!

P

Donate your car, truck, motorcycle, RV or boat
to the League of Women Voters.

Call (800) 320-0476

We'll pick it up. You'll support the League, get a tax deduction and avoid
the headache of disposing of an unwanted vehicle.

A League of Women Voters of California Education Fund
www.lwvc.org

Encouraging the informed participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy since 1920.
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About the L eague:

The L eague of Women Voters, anon-
partisan political organization, en-
courages the informed and active
participation of citizens in govern-
ment, worksto increase understand-
ing of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through edu-
cation and advocacy.

The League has two separate and
distinct roles. The League of Women
Votersof CaliforniaEducation Fund,
which conducts our voters service
and citizen education activities, is a
501(c)(3) corporation, a nonprofit
educational organization. The
League of Women Voters of Califor-
nia, amembership organization, con-
ducts action and advocacy and is a
nonprofit 501(c)(4) corporation.
The League never supports or op-
poses any political party or candi-
date. We advocate only onissuesthat
members have studied and on which
they have come to consensus. In an
eraof proliferating and powerful spe-
cid interests, the League' sadvocacy
in the public interest is increasingly
recognized as an essentia voice of
democracy.

With membership comes the oppor-
tunity to work with well-informed,
grassroots activists on abroad range
of public policy concerns. The
L eague provides members with op-
portunities to learn valuable, trans-
ferable skills, including how to or-
ganize and run productive mestings,
write more effectively, speak in pub-
lic, organize and run effective cam-
paigns, conduct research studies, and
coordinate general civic leadership
training.

The League invites your comments,
letters, articles, and book reviews.
They may be sent, faxed or e-mailed
to the LWVC.

The CdiforniaVOTER is
published quarterly by the
L eague of Women Voters of
California.

801 12th Street, Suite 220,
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-442-7215
916-442-7362 Fax
888-870-VOTE, Toll free
lwvc@lwvc.org
www.lwvc.org
www.smartvoter.org
WW\W.easyvoter.or g
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New Orleans' League Easy Web (LEW) Site Saves the Day

Carol Watts
LVWC Webmaster
Iwvc@vcwatts.org

On August 23, one week before Hurri-
cane Katrina struck, Ann Petit sent us an
e-mail sayingthat LWV New Orleanswas
ready to go livewith their LEW-built Web
site http://lwvno.org Little did Ann know

Lower 9th Ward, New Orleans six months
post Hurricane Katrina

that her life was about to change enor-
mously. Following the devastating hurri-
cane, LWV C granted the LWV New Or-
leans several months of free use of their
LEW site to assist in their rebuilding ef-
forts. What they have accomplished using
LEW invery difficult circumstances makes
our election efforts appear tame by com-
parison.

Ann evacuated to Dallas, Texas and is
dtill living there. There aredifficultieswith
her returning and rebuilding. So, she
waits—and hasworked very hard to build
her League'sWeb sitewhilesheisrel ocated.

On the morning of March 17 Ann Pettit
called me at home. She and other League
members had been working hard to get the
120 candidates for officesin the Parish of
New Orleans to respond to the League's
guestions to produce an online Voters
Guide. This was the day they had prom-
ised to publish. Shethought she had aprob-
lem. We quickly resolved that problem over
the phone and she told me her stories.

The League had sponsored a forum for
all of the candidates for mayor the previ-
ousnight. Ann said that 1,000 people (yes,
one thousand) attended the forum in per-
son. In our dreams, we wish our forums

could be so successful! It showswhat hap-
pens when the local mediareally pays at-
tention—the national media. Annsaid, "We
could not have done this without League
Easy Web."

LWV New Orleans has had tremendous
successin getting candidatesto respond to
their questions. Of the 120 candidates in
14 contestsfrom mayor to the seven asses-
sors, a whopping 104 have re-
sponded. Seven assessors???Yes,
New Orleans has seven, aquirk of
history and state constitutional law.
Thefirst question the L eague asks
of these candidates: "If you are
elected to thisoffice, will youwork
to consolidate the seven assessor
offices into one office with suffi-
cient resources and staff ?"

Their Web siteisasothe"goto"
site for the unusual voting condi-
tions due to the hurricane. Voters
are spread out over the country.
These voters can vote absentee, or
they can travel to Louisiana and vote as
early asApril 10 at several designated lo-
cations before their primary election on
April 22.

Ann hasa so worked with thewebmaster

bhotég';raoh by Jenene'CheﬁbroUgh
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Mayor Ray Nagin, City of New Orleans
Rally and March for Voting Rights of New
Orleans residents displaced by Hurricane
Katrina. This took place in New Orleans,
LA on April 1, 2006.

http://lwvdallas.org has a special page
just for New Orleans citizens displaced by
Katrina. LWV Dallas also uses League
Easy Web. Check out their Voters Guide
at http://lwvno.org. Go, LWV New Or-
leans!!

of LWV Dallas, Ann Adams.

Election Day is Tuesday, June 6, 2006.
Pollsare open from 7 am. to 8 p.m.
May 22 isthelast day to register to vote.

Absentee Ballot
The last day that your county elections official can accept an application by mail
for an absentee ballot is May 30, but you may apply in person at the office of the
county electionsofficial through el ection day. Absentee ball ots must bein the hands
of the county elections official by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, June 6, 2006.

New citizen?
If you became a citizen in California after the close of registration on May 22,
2006, you may still register to vote by visiting your county elections office on or
between the datesof May 23 and May 30. Bring proof of citizenship with you, and
be prepared to declare to the county elections official that you have established
residency in California.
Election I nformation

If you are aregistered voter, you will receive anotice of the el ection that includes the

addressof your polling place. Thenaoticewill asoincludeasampleballot, an applica-
tion for an absentee ballot and information about the ballot measures.
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Activist Given 268th Star on Palm Springs Walk

Charolette Fox
Natural Resources Director
natural_resources@Ilwvc.org

T AN
Activist Ruth Licata accepts a star on Palm
Canyon for her contributionsto the commu-
nity. Licata was an original founder of the
ACLU chapter in the Coachella Valley and
also an environmental advocate.

It was a walk with her
mother 86 years ago that
started an 11-year-old Ruth
Licata on her way to becom-
ing awomen'sactivist and pur-
veyor of thepoalls. It was 1920
and women had just won the
right to vote. It hit her that
while the United States had
been recognized since 1776,
women were only allowed to
vote starting in 1920.

Ruth moved to Palm Springs

in 1945 with her husband and
they opened Casa Licata, a
small boutique hotel. She be-
came active in the Palm
Springs CivicAssociation
and the American Civil
LibertiesUnion. Sheaso
was acounty deputy reg-
istrar, member of the
L eague of Women Voters,
the SierraClub, UNICEF
and theAudubon Society.
Ruth believed in an open
recordslaw, environmen-
tal rights, voting rights,
and an engaged citizenry.
Licata registered voters
and made sure residents
wereinformed about what
they werevoting for. Her
friends call her the God-
dess of Fair

Photo by Gail Paparian

of respect for Licata and de-
cided on a bouquet of yellow
rosesand ared, whiteand blue
crocheted lap blanket. The
LWV C President, Jackie
Jacobberger, sent a letter of
congratulations in which she
noted the appropriateness of
thiswoman being honored on
this day, coming as it did on
the heels of SunshineWeek, a
timewhen Leagues nationwide
wereinvolvedin opengovern-
ment projects.

Ruth was raised from her
wheelchair, waved to the
crowd, and was the first to
walk on her star, Star #268,
one of thefew dedicated to hu-
manitarians, poets, and com-
munity activists. "My sisters

called me Mrs.

Government.

"She stands
for equality, jus-
tice and making
thingsright in her
community," said
Arlene Rosenthal.

Full-Charge,"
said Ruth. "I
wasnever satis
fied until | rode
the bull." She
started the
American Civil

Beforethe dedi-
cation of Ruth's
star on the Palm SpringsWalk
of Stars, Charol ette Fox, natu-
ral resources director for the
League of Women Voters of
Cdlifornia said her organiza-
tion has an incredible amount
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v Profilesof candidatesin your community

v/ Ballot measures
v Electionresults

www.smartvoter.org

LibertiesUnion

Desert Chapter,
sued Desert Regional Medical
Center for violations of the
Ralph M. Brown act, and
fought for environmental is-
sues. "You usually don't get
honoredto do that,” said Ruth.

Registration continued from
page 1

that only positive information
of a disqualifying characteris-
tic should be used to disqualify
avoter.

As we went to print, some

positive steps had been taken
to address this situation, but
more were needed. The Secre-
tary of State was instituting
new database matching rulesto
eliminate some 30 percent of
the rejected registrations. Leg-
islation was being proposed to
deal with another major cat-
egory causing 60 percent of the
problems. The League is con-
tinuing to work with all in-
volved to resolve this problem.
We believe that uniform and
nondiscriminatory practices
are important for any process
concerning the registration of
voters and that we must not go
into this election season bur-
dened by processes that disen-
franchise voters.
Ed. Note: A note of caution for
local Leagues, or any group
registering voters close to the
deadline for the June election:
Try to do your voter registra-
tion effort well in advance of
the deadline. Those registering
shortly before the deadline may
be caught up in this matching
problem and local registrars
may not have time to get them
ontheralls.

¢ Easy \oter Guide

www.easyvoter.org
Makes voting as easy as 1-2-3!

Your quick guideto:
v Theelection

v Ballot propositions

v Thecandidates
v Voting

Published in English, Spanish, Chinese,
Vietnameseand K orean

www.easyvoter.org



Not a Member of the League
of Women Voters? Please Join!

The League of Women Voters of Californiais strictly nonpartisan; we never
support or oppose any political party or candidate. At the same time, we are
wholeheartedly political, working to influence public policy through educa-
tion and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to citizens of voting
age. Others are invited to join as associate members.

[] Yes | wanttojoin. Enclosed is my check for $50.00 payable to the
League of Women Voters of California.

[[] Please send me more information about the League and its publica-
tions.

[] ! would like to support the League with a gift of $
Name:
Address:
City: Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Mail to: LWVC
801 12th St., Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 442-7215; (916) 442-7362, Fax
(888) 870-VOTE, Toll free
www.lwvc.or g; lwvc@lwvc.org

Duesand giftsto the L eague of Women Voters of Californiaare not tax deductible. Gifts
tothe LWV C Education Fund aretax deductible.

Join LWVCNews

LWVCNews is a free one-way information
listserve. The LWVC/EF will use it to send
various types of information, such as:

<) action alerts

< workshop information
<Y trainings

<Y voter service activities
<) time sensitive messages

This is a great way for you to keep
informed about the activities of your
state League!

Send an email to
LWVCNews-subscribe @yahoogroups.com
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